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some affectionate message to Sir Philip. " I com-
mend me heartily unto you," we read in one, " and
will you do the same to all my friends in my name,
but chiefly to Sir Philip Sidney. Pray him do ac-
cording to the postscript in my letter; for in that
stands my weal, and otherwise my overthrow." The
postscript is missing. It probably referred to the
efforts to prevent King James from joining the
Spanish league, about which Sidney was more eager
than any one else, and in which the Master of Gray
pretended to be his ally.

It was doubtless at the Master of Gray's instiga-
tion that Sidney took the lead in procuring from
Queen Elizabeth an offer of a pension to King
James if he would hold aloof from King Philip's
schemes. On the 23d of May, 1585, Walsingham
wrote by his son-in-law's advice to impress upon
Wotton the importance of thus working upon the
Scotch king's greed ; " but/' said the prudent Secre-
tary, " you must be cautious how you broach the
subject, lest the smallness of the sum allowed by her
Majesty do more harm than good." The sum was
so small that Wotton deemed it best not even to
broach the subject at all. There were other ways of
propitiating the monarch's little mind. In June the
Queen sent him a present of horses, most beautiful
in shape and bearing, and we are told that he
mounted and managed them to the great content-
ment both of himself and of his courtiers.*

* Much fuller information than I have thought it necessary to
repeat about Sidney's relations with the Scottish Court, the subject
being of small importance, will be found in the " Scottish Correspon-
dence" in the Record Office.